
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, December 6, 2015  
Gospel Reading: Luke 3: 1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
was tetrarch of Abilene, during  the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God cam to John the son of Zechariah in the dessert.  John went throughout the whole 
region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
A voice of one crying in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.  
Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low.  The winding 
roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.” 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
Luke presents John the Baptist as someone preparing the way for the Savior, proclaiming 
the many things Jesus will do for the people. A straight road is an easier path to a desired 
destination.  Advent gives us an opportunity to “Make straight his path.” 
 

1. Has there been a time in your life when you strayed from the path of faith or took a 
“crooked” path? 

2. How has your faith put you back on the path in difficult times? 
3. Advent is a time of preparing our hearts and homes for Jesus.  Does Advent help 

you prepare for the rebirth of Jesus in your life?  Is Christmas a time of renewal of 
your faith or just a time of gift giving and celebration? 

 
End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


